STORAGE
Store unopened ampoules at -20°C or below. Please note: because of the inherent stability of lyophilized material, NIBSC may ship these materials at ambient temperature.
DIRECTIONS FOR OPENING
DIN ampoules have an "easy-open" coloured stress point, where the narrow ampoule stem joins the wider ampoule body. Tap the ampoule gently to collect the material at the bottom (labeled) end. Ensure that the disposable ampoule safety breaker provided is pushed down on the stem of the ampoule and against the shoulder of the ampoule body. Hold the body of the ampoule in one hand and the disposable ampoule breaker covering the ampoule stem between the thumb and first finger of the other hand. Apply a bending force to open the ampoule at the coloured stress point, primarily using the hand holding the plastic collar. Care should be taken to avoid cuts and projectile glass fragments that might enter the eyes, for example, by the use of suitable gloves and an eye shield. Take care that no material is lost from the ampoule and no glass falls into the ampoule. Within the ampoule is dry nitrogen gas at slightly less than atmospheric pressure. A new disposable ampoule breaker is provided with each DIN ampoule.
USE OF MATERIAL
No attempt should be made to weigh out any portion of the freeze-dried material prior to reconstitution Reconstitute the ampoule contents with 1.0 ml distilled or deionised water containing 0.02% sodium azide.
STABILITY
It is the policy of WHO not to assign an expiry date to its international reference materials. They remain valid with the assigned potency and status until withdrawn or amended.
Reference materials are held at NIBSC within assured, temperaturecontrolled storage facilities. Reference Materials should be stored on receipt as indicated on the label. For information specific to a particular biological standard, contact NIBSC.
Accelerated degradation studies on 01/572 indicate that the lyophilised material will be adequately stable at -20 o C with respect to anti-D potency. Once reconstituted, diluted or aliquoted, users should determine the stability of the material according to their own method of preparation, storage and use.
However, tests at NIBSC have shown that reconstituted 01/572 is stable for at least 1 month at 4°C in a tightlylidded tube in the presence of 0.02% (w/v) sodium azide.
NIBSC follows the policy of WHO with respect to its reference materials.
Users who have data supporting any deterioration in the characteristics of any reference preparation are encouraged to contact NIBSC. 
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